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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2007-1225
Sponsor: Council Member Bishop at the request of the Waterways Commission:
Date of Introduction: November 13, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: RCD
Date of Analysis: November 16, 2007
Type of Action: Plan Approval
Bill Summary: This resolution approves the Duval County Manatee Protection Plan (2006-2007 Update).  Upon approval, the Chief of Legislative Services will transmit the approved plan to the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.
Background Information:   The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission mandates that counties that have manatees in their respective bodies of water have a manatee protection plan as a component of the counties’ comprehensive plans.  Manatees have been designated by the U.S. Department of the Interior (and the State of Florida) as a threatened species of wildlife.  When the Manatee Protection Plan was initially conceived and created, manatees were designated as endangered.  A considerable number of manatee fatalities result from manatee collisions with motorboats.  When a County exceeds more than five (5) manatee fatalities in a year, the State of Florida can suspend permits for marinas and other marine-related construction projects, generating a review of the effectiveness of the County’s protection plan.  Regulating the speed of motorboats and larger vessels in waters where manatees are likely to be grazing or mating is a component of the protection plan.  The Jacksonville Waterways Commission reviewed and approved the 2006-2007 update at its November 1, 2007 meeting.  The City contracts Jacksonville University (Dr. Quinton White and Dr. Gerard Pinto) to undertake the manatee surveys and prepare the Manatee Protection Plan.
Policy Impact: Manatees/Waterways
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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